
2026 Local Rules 
1. Completion of online entry registration shall be deemed acceptance of all rules and 

permission to use your name, photograph, and images and description of entries in 
print, digital and other media. 

2. Online registration is required for all competitions and one-day contests.  Online 
entries and any required image/document uploads are accepted until the published 
deadline, which specifies a date and time. Late entries will not be accepted.  

3. Once registered, the exhibitor name, entry description, title, and price may not be 
changed. Substitutions will only be allowed in accordance with current State Rules. 
Fair Management is not responsible for errors on entry forms which may lead to 
elimination or disqualification of an entry. 

4. Processing fees must be paid online at the time of registration. Processing fees are 
non-refundable. 

5. Exhibitors must be living at the time the  online entry is submitted.  
6. All non-livestock/non-agricultural entries must be the creative work of the exhibitor 

(whose name appears on the entry registration), be in good taste, and suitable for 
family viewing. Fair Management reserves the right to disqualify any entry/exhibit it 
deems objectionable or not in accordance with competition standards. 

7. If an entry is disqualified after judging is complete, no changes will be made to the 
status of awards given for other entries.  

8. Exhibitors are responsible for obtaining necessary permission from models and/or to 
use material in their entry that is considered copyrighted. 

9. No entry will be accepted should the exhibitor describe the conditions under which 
he/she will exhibit, or the exhibit will be displayed. 

10.  Judges are selected for their expertise in the divisions or classes they evaluate. New 
judges may be appointed each year, and judging assignments may vary annually 
based on the needs of each competition 

11. If a coordinator or judge deems an entry to be in the incorrect category, division, 
class, etc., he or she may direct the Entry Office to move that entry as appropriate. 
The Entry Office may combine divisions or classes to create an adequate judging 
pool. 

12. Fair Management reserves the right to limit entries, and display thereof, to facilities 
available and to cancel any division or class in which, in its judgment, the entries are 
insufficient to secure adequate competition.  

13. Entries must be delivered on the date(s) and times specified. Entries will not be 
accepted before or after the stated entry delivery date. All accepted exhibits must 
remain on display and shall not be removed until the stated entry pick up date. Any 
exhibit not picked up on the specified date becomes the property of the San Diego 
County Fair and will be disposed of promptly.   

14. All exhibits are entered and shown at the owner’s risk. Reasonable care will be taken 
to prevent loss or damage to exhibits, but in no event will the 22nd District Agricultural 
Association (San Diego County Fair) be responsible for any injury or loss which may 



occur or for the actions of third parties.  Insurance, if desired, should be obtained by 
the exhibitor at his/her own expense. 

15. Any person who violates any Local, State, or Department rule or displays unethical 
conduct will forfeit all privileges and premiums and be subject to such penalty as the 
22nd District Agricultural Association (San Diego County Fair) may order. 

16. To ensure reliable award notification, exhibitors are responsible for submitting all 
address, phone number and email address updates promptly in writing to 
entry@sdfair.com or Entry Department, 2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd, Del Mar, CA 92014. 

17. Premium money will be paid per the recorded placings in the official judging reports 
rather than the ribbon attached to the exhibit.  

18. Donated Award recipients will be selected per the instructions given on the Donated 
Award Confirmation Form submitted by the donor. 

19. Premium, donated cash award, and auction checks will be made payable to the 
exhibitor as listed on the online entry registration. Checks will be mailed within 30 
days after the close of the Fair to the address shown on the online entry registration, 
or as updated by the exhibitor via written notification to the Entry Office.  Checks not 
cashed within six (6) months from the date of issue will be forfeited. Replacement 
checks may be subject to a stop payment fee. 

20. The 22nd District Agricultural Association (San Diego County Fair) is required by the 
Internal Revenue Service to report any premium payments totaling $600 or more. 
Exhibitors whose awards meet or exceed this amount must submit a W-9 form before 
their check can be issued. 

21. The 22nd District Agricultural Association (San Diego County Fair) management 
reserves the right to amend or add to these rules and assumes no liability or 
responsibility not herein expressed. 

 
California State Rules apply and are available here.  
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https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/FairsAndExpositions/Documents/Circular_Letters/2025/2025_State_Rules_for_California_Fairs.pdf

